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My grandfather was eight years old when he and his family were taken from their home in Los Angeles, California
and locked away in the internment camps. They were American citizens, born in the United States with no connection to
Japan other than their ancestry. I’ve been told their story since I was really young by my family, but I’ve never been formally
educated about it in school. I think that the internment camps are a big part of U.S. history, but they are often forgotten. The
internment camps fit the theme of debate, diplomacy, and successes, failures, and consequences. For debate, Hirabayashi v.
The United States shows how the U.S. argued that internment camps were a military necessity, while Japanese Americans
protested that it was a violation of their constitutional rights. All of the factors including anti-immigration laws, widespread
racism, and the erasure of General DeWitts final report contributed to Order 9066 being passed, even though it was illegal.
This is related to diplomacy, the act of dealing with people, Japanese Americans, in a tactical way. Lastly, the way Muslim
Americans were treated after 9/11 is similar to the way Japanese Americans were treated after Pearl Harbor. Hate crimes and
racism towards Muslim Americans is still common, and is even seen in the U.S. government. This shows that the country has
not learned from the previous tragedy of Japanese American incarceration and racism, carrying it on to a new generation.

When I began my research, I read books by survivors of the camps. This prompted me to look into other sources, such
as court transcripts and the Library of Congress. I relied heavily on internet sources, most of them from websites that focused
on Japanese American history in the United States.

I created an exhibit board using pictures and quotes that related to my research. I included a historical background
panel to educate my audience on the internment camps, especially because they are not always taught in schools. I also had
pictures from major causes that led to the camps like Hirabayashi v. The United States and DeWitts final report. When it was
all out together, I used string to connect images and excerpts from sections of the board together to help the viewers draw
parallels between different events.

My historical argument is that the Constitution did not protect the rights of Japanese Americans because of their race.
The reason that they were treated unfairly during WWII was due to fear and prejudice that the country already had towards
them, and this led to the Constitution being overlooked.

Japanese internment camps are significant in U.S. history because they are one of many examples of how minorities
have been treated unfairly. Japanese Americans were innocent, yet they were imprisoned for three whole years behind barbed

wire. They were feared because of their race, similar to how other groups have been treated.
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